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PRIORITY NEEDS OF WISCONSIN'S PUBLIC LIBRARIES 





By Ione A. Nelson 


/This talk was given at the annual conference of the Wisconsin 
Welfare Council (December 12, 1955) as a part of a symposium on 
priority needs of children and youth in Wisconsin.7 


The public library is one of the most important agencies to 
the Johnnies and Marys who can read and who cannot read. 


In providing services for children and young people, the li- 
brary strives to guide them toward a love of reading and an aware- 
ness of books as a means of satisfying their emotional, mental, 
and activity interests. In carrying out these services, the li- 
brary works closely with parents, youth leaders, schools, and 
others, as well as with the children and young people themselves. 


However, the public library is unique in that it does not 
serve just children or any other one particular group of people 
in the community. The public library's role is to provide an 
adequate collection of printed and audio-visual materials so that 
it can serve the community as a general center of reliable informa- 
tion. Its role is also to provide encouragement and opportunity 
for people of all ages to educate themselves continuously. There- 
fore, when we consider the needs of the public library, we cannot 
separate service for children and youth from the total library pro- 
gram. 


Wisconsin has two priority needs in order to fulfill this 
role of the public library in the community and to meet the impact 
of service demands by an increasing population of both children 
and retired people. These needs are of equal importance. 


One is the need for more large-unit library systems, such as 
county and regional, and the other is the need for more trained 
library personnel, particularly in the field of children and youth. 


The Need for Large-Unit Library Systems 





A brief look at Wisconsin's present library picture will help 
us understand this priority better. 


1. Wisconsin has 315 public libraries located in communities rang- 
ing in size from 250 to the city of Milwaukee. 


In spite of these 315 libraries, only one-half of the State's 
population has reasonably good library service. Now, the majority 
of these people lives in cities of 10,000 or more or in counties 
where there are strong county libraries. The libraries serving 








this half of the population account for only 39 of the 316. 


Over 1,000,000, or 30% of Wisconsin's people, are served by 
very poorly supported libraries. 


The remaining 20%, or 650,000 people, do not have any public 
library service. 


2. Turning to the money spent on library service in 195, we find 
that 80% of the $4,300,000 was spent on the half of the popula- 
tion having reasonably good service. 


To put this more graphically, our 315 libraries reported an- 
nual incomes ranging from $30 to over 1 1/2 million. The per 
capita expenditure range varied as greatly--from $.0) to $5.2h; 
this high and low are represented by villages of under 2,000! 


3. Another measurement of library service is the number of hours 
the library is open during the week. The range for Wisconsin 
libraries is from 2 hours to 78. 


The highs and lows of the figures quoted are not isolated ex- 
tremes, but there is a gradual increase from the lowest to the 
highest figure. For example, in per capita expenditures, it 
reads .0, .06, .09, .10, etc., to $5.2. And in hours open, 2, 
lh, 6, 7, 8, etc., to 78. 


I think you all will agree that it is equally as important for 
the rural and rurban areas to have good library service as the 
urban and to have the same good standards apply for materials and 
personnel. This, as just pointed out, does not exist in Wisconsin 
and underlines our need for more large-unit library systems. 


It has been proved that good library service cannot be given 
on a population basis of less than 25,000. There are many patterns 
possible in the organization of large-unit library systems serving 
the minimum of 25,000. They may be organized as federations of 
libraries in a natural area, as completely or partially consoli- 
dated library systems in a county or region, or as contractual 
agreements between a large library in the area and small libraries 
and unserved areas. Whatever form the patterns may take, they 
have certain features in common in providing people in the area 
served with the most satisfactory and direct service possible. A 
few of these features are: 


1. Community libraries, branches, and bookmobile routes, all 
serviced by a central library agency 


2. Better and more equalized financing for good library service 














3. Professional library services in administration, reference, 
cataloging, and children's and young people's programs to all 
members of the system from the central library agency 


To establish a large-unit library system, local conceptions of 
public library organization frequently must be completely revised. 
But it is astonishing how quickly and how far citizen thinking can 
travel when a feasible combination of area to be served is proposed. 
This quickness of change in conceptions has been found to be true 
in the counties surveyed by the Wisconsin Free Library Commission 
and citizen committees in conjunction with the Division of Children 
and Youth surveys of services to children and youth. 


As a first step in the remedy for this priority need, Wisconsin 
is to have presently a Legislative Council study, evaluating the 
present library situation and recommending plans for future develop- 
ment. It is hoped that this will provide an incentive for the 
people in counties and regions to survey and study together their 
library situation, to know by what legal means they can improve and 
extend service, and to take positive action that will establish 
that service. 


There is a possible further incentive for action on the part 
of the people if the federal Library Services Bill is passed. 
This bill will provide funds for five years to the states for the 
establishment and development of rural libraries. 


The Priority Need for Trained Personnel, 
Particularly in the Field of Children and Youth 








Less than 60 of our public libraries are administered by 
trained librarians. And only 51 libraries reported having personnel 
in charge of children's services in 195). Of these, only 9 were 
reported by communities of 6,000 or less. It is also worth noting 
that just a fraction of the children's workers in those 51 libraries 
are professional children's librarians. 


Recently, we made a study of library statistics en children's 
services over the four-year period from 1950 through 195) for the 
39 libraries in the 10,000-and-over population group. The study 
revealed that this more favored half of the population librarywise 
had an increase in the number of books and the number of books read 
in direct proportion to the increase in the number of juvenile 
borrowers. Carrying this study a step farther, it was found that 
this same proportionate increase existed for the State as a whole. 


What does this indicate to us? Simply that libraries have 
been able to maintain rather than to develop their book collections. 








The increase in library usage by the boys and girls in this 
period was handled by approximately the same number of staff. 
This is indicative of the lack of program development for children. 


In addition to more children using the library, the libraries, 
both large and small, are feeling the impact of young people need- 
ing and demanding special collections or rooms and the services of 
youth librarians to assist them. This youth need is one libraries 
are trying to meet, but again without additional help. No library 
reported having a young people's specialist in 195. 


This need for trained personnel, particularly for children 
and youth, can be met only by a strong and effective national re- 
cruitment program for attracting more people to the library pro- 
fession and by the establishment of large-unit library systems 
where their specialized services would be available to more people. 


It is true that the Wisconsin Free Library Commission does 
help alleviate the situation of the unserved people in the State 
and those in poorly served areas by its Traveling Library service. 
The effectiveness of this service by mail-on-request cannot, how- 
ever, be compared to good local library service. The Commission 
also provides the services of a specialist in the field of 
children's and young people's work to work with the libraries in 
the State. The effectiveness of her work would be increased im- 
measurably if there were more trained specialists throughout the 
State through whom she could work in building the program for 
children and youth. 


When Wisconsin has taken care of its priority needs of large- 
unit library systems and trained personnel, it can then be said 
that all the people, not just half, have good library service. 








WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION NEWS 





First Call for 1956 Convention 





Save the date, September 30, to begin your trip to Madison 
for the 1956 convention at the Loraine Hotel. This start-of-the- 
week meeting will run through October 2. 





Joint Resolution 2), S., directing the Legislative Council to 
study local library service in Wisconsin is being activated by the 
Council's appointment of a committee for this purpose. At the 
meeting of the Education Committee of the Council at Rice Lake on 














January 23, the following committee was appointed: 


Vaughn Smith, Tony 

Mrs. F. S. Loss, New London 

Paul Gratke, Milwaukee 

Mrs. Emerson G,. Wulling, La Crosse 

Stanley Greene, Sturgeon Bay 

Edward Fromm, Hamburg (alternate for any member unable to 
attend) 

Mrs. Helen Geiger, Oshkosh 

Assemblyman William T. Sullivan, Kaukauna, chairman of the 
committee 





All librarians and friends who read this are urged to review 
the library literature on the Wisconsin-Wide Library Idea, the 
latest reports on Wisconsin library service, and the literature on 
library service in general so that all will be prepared when 
questioned in regard to the study. It needs our concerted support. 
It will also mean a readiness for ideas and plans should the 
federal bill pass. 








The County Library Section will convene at Green Bay for its 
spring meeting this year, Tuesday, April 17. The Children's 
Section will meet at Kenosha on April 20. 





We regret to see James Marvin, Eau Claire Public Library, leave 
our State and our Association. Our gratitude is extended to him for 
his past service on committees and his willingness this year, and 
with this comes our good wishes for success and happiness in the new 
position at Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 





The ALA Midwinter meeting at Chicago was Sybil Schuette's last 
official meeting as our WLA Councilor. Our appreciation goes to her 
for her years of service in this capacity. Benton Wilcox is the 
newly elected councilor to serve for a three-year term. 





The committees for 1956 are in the process of being appointed. 
Those completed at this time are: 


Adult Education Membership 
Helen Terry, chairman Mrs. Lucille Leuschner, 
Herbert Sewell chairman 
Bernard Schwab Edith Dudgeon 


Esther Friedman 
Edna Kraft 








Professional and Personnel State-Wide Library Development 
Problems Hannis Smith, chairman 
Marie Barkman, chairman Kay Biwer 
Irene Metke Josephine Machus 
Alberta Seiz Marion Sharp 
Hannis Smith 
Sybil Schuette Special Emblem 
Rachel Schenk Helen Terry, chairman 
Florence Walde Wilbert Beck 
Awards and Honors Legislative Study 
Marjorie Perham, chairman Paul Gratke, chairman 
Ione Nelson Gertrude R. Thurow, 
Margaret Paulus cochairman 
Natalie Huhn Jane Greene 
Peter McCormick 
Work with Senior Citizen Rachel Schenk 
Orrilla Blackshear, chairman Sybil Schuette 


Ruby Roeder 
Dorothea Krause 
Forrest Mills 


You will notice a new committee among these, that of Work 
with the Senior Citizen. Orrilla Blackshear is especially well 
qualified to serve as leader of this group because of her work 
and interest with other groups and institutes on the subject. The 
other members of the committee have also participated in special 
programs. They will welcome your ideas and suggestions. 





The new Whitefish Bay Library was formally dedicated on Sunday, 
January 15, with a celebration planed and executed by the Friends 
of the Library group. 





WLA Will Give New Honors 





The Committee on Awards and Honors of the Wisconsin Library 
Association met February 29 at the West Allis Public Library to set 
up standards and procedures for the newly instituted Librarian of 
the Year Award, and to make decisions about publicizing the other 
two awards administered by the committee. 


The standards and procedures for the new award are subject to 
approval by the Executive Board of the Association. As soon as 
members of the board have considered the recommendations of the 
Awards Committee, letters will be mailed to all persons currently 
receiving the Wisconsin Library Bulletin. The notices will describe 
the three awards, invite recommendations, designate criteria to be 
used in choosing recipients, and indicate procedures to follow in 
submitting names. 




















At the 1955 convention of WLA, a resolution was adopted which 
edded a Librarian of the Year Award, changed the Trustee Award to 
one instead of two each year, and dropped the $50-payment to the 
library receiving the Clarence B. Lester Award. Recipients of all 
three awards will receive a permanent plaque instead of a framed 
certificate. The Executive Board has engaged an artist to execute 
the design for a seal to be used on the plaques this year. 


Recommendations for citations for all three awards are due by 
July 1 and should be mailed to the Chairman of the Awards Committee, 
Marjorie Perham, Racine Public Library. Recommendations should 
follow the outlined standards for each award to be given in the 
notices soon to be mailed to libraries and librarians. 


The Librarian of the Year Award will be given to a librarian 
in recognition of outstanding leadership and accomplishment in 1li- 
brary service for his community and the State. The recipient should 
be currently employed in Wisconsin, either as an administrator of a 
library or as a member of a library staff, and should be a member of 
WLA. Recommendations for citations may be submitted by any member 
of WLA, by any library board, or by an individual library trustee. 
Recommendations should be received by July 1 by the chairman of the 
committee. 


The Trustee of the Year Award will be given to a trustee in 
actual service during at least part of the year in which he is 
honored. It will be bestowed in recognition of (1) constructive 
accomplishments toward the advancement of library service and the 
development of sound library policies, (2) creative and effective 
work in interpreting the library to the community and in bringing 
its problems before the eyes of decision-making leaders in the 
community, (3) persistent devotion to the tasks involved in a 
position of social responsibility, and (4) wisdom and sound judg- 
ment in applying to library procedure ideas which have brought 
greater service and efficiency. Names to be considered by the 
committee may be submitted by any library board, individual library 
trustee, and any member of the Wisconsin Library Association. They 
should be received by the chairman of the Awards Committee by July 
ke 


The Clarence B, Lester Memorial Award honors a man who served 
as Director of Public Service in the Free Library Commission, from 
1913 to 1920, and as Secretary of the Commission from 1920 to 
September 1, 1949. He was an active member and a guiding force in 
the Wisconsin Library Association. The award was instituted in 
1953 and was to be given in a cycle of three years to libraries 
serving different-sized populations. Because of a lack of accept- 
able applications, the award has been bestowed only once. In 1955, 
the Cudahy Memorial Library was the honored recipient. By a resolu- 
tion approved by the membership of the Wisconsin Library Association, 
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the award in the future will consist of a plaque instead of $50 
and the framed certificate. 


This year, the Lester Award will be given to a library serving 
a population of less than 5,000 persons and having a budget smaller 
than $5,000. The award will be given for excellence in any one or 
more of the following areas of service: (1) materials acquired-- 
methods of book selection, book-selection policy, methods of pub- 
licizing new acquisitions, and library resources; (2) physical 
plant--changes or improvements contributing to better service; 
(3) library staff--participation in community affairs; () special 
activities--discussion groups, such as Great Books, American 
Heritage, film groups, etc.; co-operative planning with other li- 
braries in nearby communities as in book selection and buying, book 
distribution, or in-service training; participation in extension of 
library service on a county or regional basis. 


Applications should be sent by July 1 to the chairman of the 
Awards Committee. They should identify the library, specify the 
budget and population served, designate the area in which recogni- 
tion is sought, describe the activities, and indicate dates. 


The Committee on Awards and Honors is composed of Natalie T. 
Huhn, librarian at Oshkosh; Margaret Paulus, librarian at West 
Allis; Ione Nelson, consultant on the staff of the Free Library 
Commission; and Marjorie Perham, reference librarian in Racine, 
who is the chairman. Gertrude Thurow, president of the Wisconsin 
Library Association, met with the committee. 








ONE TRUSTEE TO ANOTHER 





A Letter From Our Past President 





Greetings to the Wisconsin Library Trustees: 


At the end of every fiscal year, there is a temporary closing 
of accounts, and an inventory is in order. 


The Balance Sheet for this Association shows an amazing array 
of assets--too long a list to be enumerated here in detail. 


As a group, however, we may count among our inestimable bless- 
ings: 


1. We are Americans, citizens of a nation of vast possibilities, 
free enterprize, limitless opportunity. 
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2. We have the liberty of thought and the freedom to act. 


3. We need not barter our self-respect for that mess of pottage 
called security. We are free to learn by trial and error. 


lh. We have the comforting knowledge that no one faces life alone. 
Our problems are mutual and may be solved through co-operative 
effort. 


5S. We are privileged to serve in order that our homes, our com- 
munities, and our country will be better places in which we 
and our loved ones may grow together. 


With these assets and no evident liabilities, we look back 
over our two years as an organized group, grateful for the success 
that has attended our first efforts. We look forward to the future 
with confidence, knowing that, as we grow in the willingness to 
serve in any capacity, however humble, we shall progress to higher 
opportunities of service. 


It has been a distinct pleasure to act as your president. You 
and your new officers have my personal best wishes for continuing 
achievement. 


Very sincerely, 


(Mrs.) Jacob Klein 





Membership 


Mrs. Carl Steiger, past secretary-treasurer of WLTA, reports 
the following membership in WLTA at the close of 1955: 


Individual memberships 90 
Library board members 25 
Associate members 7 


The townsof Cudahy, Fort Atkinson, Harkin, and Whitewater 
took honors in the number of trustees present at the Wisconsin 
Library Trustees convention held at the Hotel Schroeder in Milwaukee 
on October 29, The total number of those in attendance at the 
trustees! meetings was 63, of which there were 33 individual trustee 
members, 8 representatives of library boards, and 22 guests. 





WLTA Directory for 1956 





President: Edward Fromm 
Hamburg, Wisconsin 
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Vice President: Mrs. A. H. Sommerfield 
805 Clinton Street 
La Crosse, Wisconsin 


Secretary & Mrs. Edwin C. Roozen 
Treasurer: Route 2, Box 18 
Thiensville, Wisconsin 





New Appointments 





Chairman of Legislative E. C. DeBriae 
Committee of WLTA: Milwaukee 


Chairman of Education Helen Ohm 
Committee of WLTA: Wausau 





Spring Conference 





By invitation of the WLTA president, Edward From, the 
Wisconsin Library Trustees will meet in conference this spring at 
Wausaue A luncheon and a tour of the Fromm Brothers! mink farm 
has been offered as an added inducement for attendance. 





New Editors 


Beginning with the next issue of the Wisconsin Library Bulletin, 
the One Trustee To Another page will be under the directorship of 
the new WLTA Education Committee. All contributions and items for 
the page should be sent to the chairman: 





Miss Helen Ohm 
408 11th Street 
Wausau, Wisconsin 





Of and For All the People 





By Mrs. Florence Barr Nelson, Trustee 
Gilbert Simmons Library, Kenosha 


A positive answer to the above title is to be found in a com- 
posite picture of the members of the Board of Trustees of the 
Gilbert Simmons Library, who are in service now to all the citizens 
of Kenoshae These representatives of the people are appointed by 
the chief executive of the city for a specified period of time, a 
practice which is followed by many library boards throughout the 
country. The success of the library in any community depends upon 
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the interest and activity of the library trustees. In order for the 
library to service all the community, it is necessary that these 
trustees be "of all the people," with widely diversified vocations 
and avocations, and from all walks of life. Kenosha has such a Board 
of Trustees. 


To consider this board and what makes it click, there are seven 
men and two women, who meet with the curator of the Public Museum 
and the head librarian, the first Tuesday of the month. The in- 
dividual trustee, named because of some particular qualification, is 
fully aware of the honor, as well as the duty involved, always re- 
membering that the goal is "better library service for all." All 
are family men and women, with homes established in the community, 
many native to the city, and all with active civic interests. 


Throughout the spirited and lively discussions, the president 
of the board leads the trustees with utmost tact and judgment. 
Though his background is law, his interests are universal. A fel- 
low member of the board was a successful rival in a recent civic 
election. Both are extremely co-operative, and respect each others! 
ideas and opinions. This second member is an active leader in the 
city's labor groups, and is a salesman for a leading dairy. As the 
library's building and grounds consultant, he spends much time and 
effort in service to the library. Because of his knowledge of the 
labor situation and his devotion to the library, his work has been 
notably outstanding. His ready Irish wit saves many a situation. 


The grandson of the donor of the Gilbert Simmons Library takes 
his place among those present. He is secretary and treasurer of a 
local firm, and is owner of a modern working farm in the lovely 
countryside of Kenosha. In 1953, the State named him Trustee of 
the Year because of, among other things, the formulation of written 
policies for the guidance of the library staff. 


Fitting into the picture is another native, who is connected 
with an industry which bears his name. He has offered much on the 
business side of the board, preparing the annual budget, which he 
very capably presented to the City Council. The bookmobile was 
launched by still another young man, who is president of one of 
Kenosha's industries. His civic duties and responsibilities bring 
him continuously before the public, yet any library problem receives 
his immediate attention. From bookmobile to finding a flagpole 
which will bend in the middle, nothing daunts him. 


Our journalist member serves as editor of the city's labor 
paper. His understanding of labor as it fits into the local scene 
brings to the board an intelligent interpretation of labor practices. 
One of the women members of the board is a mother and homemaker, 
and also an instructor of nursing in our School for Practical Nurses. 
She has represented Kenosha at the state trustee meetings, and for 
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the past two years has served as eaucation committee chairman of 
the WLTA * 


The second woman member is a retired teacher, who is serving 
as personnel consultant for the board. With the help of the head 
librarian, she prepared salary adjustments and increased basic 
salary scales for the staff, both of which were recently adopted 
by the board. The superintendent of schools, an ex-officio member, 
despite an exacting schedule, with many demands on his time, at- 
tends the meetings and offers helpful and constructive suggestions 
from his extensive background in the field of education. 


This board is indeed "of all the people," working as a unit, 
never as an individual, "for all the people," studying and inter- 
preting the community's needs in this ever-changing American scene, 
in a typical Midwestern industrial town of today. 








SUMMARY OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
FREE LIBRARY OOMMISSION MEETING 
February 16, 1956 








All members were present at the meeting, which was held in 
the Commission offices in the Capitol and called to order by the 
chairman at 2:30. 


After the minutes of the special Commission meeting of De- 
cember 9 were approved, Mr. Lord moved the discharge of the special 
committee appointed in November to study the problem of the trans- 
fer. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Wulling and was carried. 


The chairman acknowledged the presence of Gertrude Thurow, 
president of the WLA, and expressed the Commission's pleasure in 
having her attend the meeting. Mrs. Veslak then called for a 
report from Dr. Barton as chairman of the Selection Committee 
appointed to handle the recruitment of a secretary to replace 
Walter S. Botsford. 


Included in Dr. Barton's report was a summary of the inter- 
views at Chicago, the number of applications that have been made, 
his discussion with Mrs. Morgan of the Bureau of Personnel as to 
the method to be followed to arrive at the certification of the 
top three candidates to the Commission, and the assurance that 
there are some applicants with "top" qualifications. The schedul- 
ing of a Commission meeting, following the possible mass oral 
examination, to give opportunity to interview the three successful 
candidates, was suggested. Mr. Lord moved acceptance, with thanks, 
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of the preliminary report of the Selection Committee; Mr. Watson 
seconded, and the motion was carried. Mr. Lord further suggested 
that the Bureau, in notifying candidates, might advise them to be 
prepared to stay over a day if they competed successfully. 


A report was made by the acting secretary on the new quarters 
of the Traveling Library and Extension Department and the plans 
for resuming service, tentatively, March l. 


Mr. Lord moved that the recommendations of the secretary of 
the Joint Certification Committee be approved, Mr. Watson seconded, 
and the motion was carried. 


The next item on the agenda was the report by the acting 
secretary on the affirmative action of the Emergency Board on the 
request for additional funds required by the move. A temporary 
library assistant position has been added to the Traveling Library 
staff, two new positions were created by the move, and, with the 
replacement of a permanent employee who had resigned, the Commis- 
sion now has four new people on the staff. 


Mr. Watson asked whether the Commission had officially thanked 
the WLA for its participation in publication of the Bulletin and 
recommended formal action on this. It was moved by Miss Cavanaugh, 
seconded by Mr. Watson, and was carried. 


The chairman asked for a report on the Legislative Council 
Committee study, stating that Mrs. Wulling had been appointed to 
the Advisory Committee as a Commission representative. Miss Burr 
gave the list of members and stated that March 5 was the date of 
the first meeting. It was further reported that, in preparation 
for the Advisory Committee's work, a packet of materials had been 
prepared for each member, that a digest of library laws of other 
states was being compiled, and that the Wisconsin Plan for Library 
Development for the use of federal funds in the event of passage 
of the Library Services Act was being completed. It was pointed 
out that the plan would be useful for consideration of what could 
be done to provide effective service through larger units of 
service, either with federal, state, and/or local funds. 


This led to the consideration of the Commission's approval 
of the Wisconsin Plan before it was sent to the U.S. Office of 
Education and its official position in regard to presentations to 
the Legislative Council Committee. The acting secretary promised 
to send the tentative draft of the plan to the commissioners as 
soon as it was completed. 


In regard to the next meeting of the Commission, Mr. Watson 
suggested that, if it were for an afternoon and evening, the three 
candidates could be interviewed and the library study and the state 
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plan discussed. The date of its next meeting will depend on 
Bureau of Personnel action and progress in the certification of 
candidates to the Commission. 








STATE DOCUMENTS SENT TO 28 PUBLIC LIBRARIES 





This is Packet 19 of the State Documents sent to depository 
libraries: 


Wisconsin Legislative Council. Digest of Council Bills in 1953 
Session. May 1955. 

----- ~ 1955 Report. Volume I. University of Wisconsin Policies. 
December 195]. 

-----. 1955 Report. Volume II, Part I, Administrative Rule 
Making. Conclusions and Recommendations of the Committee. 
December 195). 

----- e 1955 Report. Volume II, Part II. Administrative Rule 
Making. Research Report. December 195. 

-----. 1955 Report. Volume III. Industrial Development. 

January 1955. 

W-----,. 1955 Report. Volume V. Northwestern University Traffic 
Institute. Research Report on State Traffic Patrol. 

Wisconsin Legislative Reference Library. Expanding the Powers of 
Counties in Wisconsin: An Analysis of Wisconsin Court Cases, 
Attorney Generals’ Opinions and Legal Texts. Informational 
Bulletin 139, May 1955. 

iatatated « Securing Agreement on Legislation Between the Assembly 
and Senate in Wisconsin; the Conference Committee. Informa- 
tional Bulletin lil. August 1955. 

iaaanaes e Wisconsin Research Inventory. Second Edition. Research 
Bulletin 119, August 1955. 























This is Packet 20 of the State Documents sent to depository 
libraries: 


Bureau of Engineering ana State Dept. of Public Instruction. 
State Planning Division. Wisconsin, the Badger State. A 
Brief Presentation of Facts Regarding its History, Population, 
Geography, Agriculture, Industry and Resources. August 1955. 

Commissioners ofthe Public Lands. Biennial Report. For Biennial 
Fiscal Term Ending June 30, 195]. 

Governor's Commission on Human Rights. Youth Advisory Board. 
Second Annual Report, 195l-1955. 

Industrial Commission of Wisconsin. In the Matter of the Employ- 
ment of Boys Under Eighteen Years of Age as Pinsetters in 
Bowling Alleys. CL-52. 



































17 


Industrial Commission of Wisconsin. Statistical Department. 
Wisconsin Child Labor Statistics, 1954. August 1955. 

















=---- + Wisconsin Street Trades Permits Issued in 1954. September 
19556 

State Board of Health. Brucellosis Can Be Prevented. 20M 55. 

----- e Health Films for Special Groups. 

meant « Why Not Be Sure? 50M 55. 

----= e Division of Health Education. Help For Your Home Safety 





Programs. 5M 55. 

~--——~ ai zion of Health Education. Sanitation Films, Filmstrips, 
Pamphlets. 55. 

State Dept. of Public Welfare. Bureau of Research and Statistics. 
Monthly Population Report of State Correctional Institutions 
and Field Services--April 1955. 

----=, Monthly Population Report of State and County Mental 
Institutions—-April 1955. 

-----, Monthly Population Report of State Correctional Institu- 
tions and Field Services--May 1955. 

wemee, Monthly Population are of § tate and County Mental 
Institutions--May 19556 


~--=-, Monthly Population Report of State Correctional Institu- 
tions and Field Services--June 1955. 

~----. Monthly Population Report of State and County Mental In- 
stitutions--June 1955. 

~=-=~6 Fopulation Report on State and County Mental Institutions 
for Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1955 

mmenme Wonthty Population Report of State Correctional Institu- 
tions and Fieid Services--duly 1955. 

<---> . Monthiy Population Report of State and County Mental In- 
stit sutions-—July 1955. 

----- Monthly Popu latic on Report of State Correctional Institu- 
tieae and Peed d Services--August 1955. 

w-e--. Monthly Popul ae Report of State and County Mental In- 
stitutions--Auga 1955. 

-----, Monthly Sanaa Report of State Correctional Institu- 
tions and Field Services--September 1955~ 

----=, Monthly Population Report of State and County Mental In- 
stitutions--September 1955. 

































































































































ame ° Monthly Fopulation Report of State Correctional Institu- 
tions and Field Services--October 1955. 

scene + Monthly Population R Report of State and County Mental In- 
stitutio: iS==—UC tober 1955 

-o-<- e Monthly Population Report of State Correctional Institu- 
tions and Field Services--November 1955, 

scone e Monthly Population Report of State and County Mental In- 





stitutions--November 1955. 

State Dept. of Public Welfare, State Board of Health, Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission, University of Wisconsin, and State 
Board of Vocational and Adult Education. Report on a Sey 
of Services for Children and Youth in Washburn County. ch 
19556 
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Wisconsin Committee on Children & Youth. Bulletin. Volume h, 
Number 2. June 1955. 

-----, Bulletin. Volume l, Number 3. September 1955. 

Wisconsin Legislative Council. 1955 Report. Volume VI, Part II. 
Child Welfare. Research Report. August 1955. 


see ne e 1955 Report. Volume VI, Part III. Child Welfare. 
Appendices to Research Report. 

~---- e 1955 Report. Volume VII. Highways. Conclusions & Recom- 
mendations of the Committee. June 1955. 


Wisconsin Legislative Reference Library. The Adjourned Session 
of the Wisconsin Legislature, October 1955: Summary of its 
Enactments and Defeated Measures. informational Bulletin 17. 
December 1955. 

ore- e Basic Data on the Office of Coroner in Wisconsin. Informa- 
tional Bulletin Noe 146. December 1955. 

----- e The Executive Vetoes of 1955 in Wisconsin. Informational 
Bulletin No. 142. September 1955. 

----- - Summary of the Action of the 1955 Regular Session of the 
Wisconsin Legislature on Some of the More Important Questions 
Coming Before It. Informational Bulletin No. 14. September 
19556 

o-oo e Wisconsin Bills Imposing or Affecting Surtaxes on Income 
Which Were Not Enacted 1911-1955. Informational Bulletin 
No. 145. October 1955. 

-----,. Wisconsin Statutory Citations Relating to Methods of 
Measuring Population in Political Subdivisions of Wisconsin. 
Research Bulletin 120. September 1955. 









































POSITIONS OPEN 





Professional 





Children's Librarian. Public Library, Appleton. Full charge of 
Children's Room. Experience: Preferred but not required. 
Age: Under 45. Woman. Salary range: $3,600-$4,560. 
Vacation: Four weeks. Sick leave. Retirement. Library 
building newly remodeled. Apply to Miss Edith A. Rechcygl, 
Librarian. 








Extension Librarian. Public Library, Appleton. Full charge of 
Extension Department, serving city and county schools. Ex- 
perience: Preferred but not required. Age: Under 5. 
Woman. Salary range: $3,600-$4,560. Vacation: Four weeks. 
Sick leave. Retirement. Library building newly redecorated. 
Apply to Miss Edith A. Rechcygl, Librarian. 
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Nonprofessional 





Head Librarian. Public Library, Menomonee Falls. Age ranges: 25 











or over. Woman. Educational qualifications: Grade 3 
Wisconsin Library Certificate or college degree. Experience: 
Preferred. Salary range: $3,000-$3,500. Vacation: Two 
weeks. Sick leave. Apply to Mrs. Maude Shunk, Librarian. 





NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 





1956 Calendar of Spring Library Meetings 





On February 3, Helen Terry, WLA vice president, met with the 
district library chairmen; Gertrude Thurow, WLA president; Paul 
Gratke, WLA past president; and Ione Nelson of the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission in Milwaukee to plan the spring meeting programs 
for the districts. The districts are affiliates of the Wisconsin 
Library Association. 


The dates selected for the meetings are: 


District Date Place Chairman 
West Central Tuese, May 1 Whitehall Mrs. Wayne Luke 
Whitehall 
Indianhead Wed., May 2 Neillsville Mrs. Doris Friedman 
Eau Claire 
Devils Lake Fri., May 4 New Lisbon Ethel Dowden 
New Lisbon 
Wisconsin Valley Sat., May 5 Wausau Mrs. Marion Hester 
Marshfield 
Fox River Valley Tues., May 8 Appleton Edith Rechcygl 
Appleton 
Second Congressional Wed., May 9 Beaver Dam Ruby Roeder 
Beaver Dam 


Rock River Valley Thurs., May 10 Lake Geneva Mrs. Ethel Brann 
Lake Geneva 

Southwestern Fri., May 11 Cuba City Mrs. Marion Peacock 
Benton 





WLA Sections 





County Tues., Apr. 17 Green Bay Mrs. Edna Schaller 
La Crosse 
Children's Fri., Apr. 20 Kenosha Mrs. Hilda Voss 


West Allis 
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College & Sate, Apr. 28 Stout College Phyllis D. Bentley 
University Menomonie 





College and University Section to Meet 





The Spring Workshop of the College and University Section of 
WLA will be held on Saturday, April 28, 1956, at Stout State Col- 
lege, Menomonie. Phyllis D. Bentley is the host librarian, and 
she will be assisted by the officers of the section. Registration 
will open at 9 A.M., with the first session at 10:30 A.M. Luncheon 
will be at 12:30 at the Methodist Church. The afternoon session 
will be from 2:00 P.Me-l\:00 PeMe The topic which has been selected 
for discussion is "Financing Library Services," which appears to be 
broad enough to cover the most practical questions which might be 
considered by those in attendance. More detailed program informa- 
tion will be sent out to members of the section soon. 





Book Collectors, Attention} 





Librarians are urged to send to Louis Kaplan, Associate 
Director of the library of the University of Wisconsin, the names 
of all book collectors known to them. The University Library is 
seeking this information in order to learn whether it is feasible 
to form a Wisconsin society of book collectors. 





Frederic G. Melcher Scholarship 





Librarians and friends of libraries still have an opportunity 
to contribute to the Frederic G. Melcher Scholarship Fund. 
Originated as an expression of gratitude to the donor of the Newbery 
and Caldecott Medals, this fund will, when completed, provide a 
yearly scholarship for someone wishing to pursue professional educa- 
tion in children's librarianship. 


The goal for the fund is 325,000. More than half of this sum 
has already been raisede 


Contributions may be sent to: 


Mildred L. Batchelder 
American Library Association 
SO East Huron Street 

Chicago 11, Illinois 


Make checks or money orders payable to the Melcher Scholarship 
Fund. 
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Governor's Conference on the Aging 





On January 11, a group of people from various parts of the 
State met with the Governor to discuss a conference on the needs 
of the aging. The Governor agreed to call such a conference in 
June, and plans are well under way for it. The Governor's Con- 
ference on the Needs of an Aging Population will be held on the 
University campus in Madison, June 6, 7, and 8, 1956. Committees 
representing many areas and interests are set up to plan for the 
conference. The objectives of the conference are to bring together 
interested persons for an exchange of ideas and experience and to 
acquaint the general public with community programs for the aging. 
As a result of the conference discussions, it is hoped that recom- 
mendations will be made to point up what is needed at the state and 
local community level. 


The conference is designed for those who are already in the 
later years, for those who are preparing for retirement, for those 
who are providing services for the aged, and for those who in their 
work deal with or are concerned with older people. Librarians and 
trustees, along with other organizations, will be invited to attend. 
4 flier describing the conference in more detail will soon reach 
youe This conference will present an excellent opportunity for 
librarians and trustees to learn how library service can best fi 
into the program which each community will be planning to meet the 
needs of its older people. 


The Wisconsin Library Association is one of the organizations 
that is co-operating in the conference. The WLA Committee on Work 
With Senior Citizens has met to plan for its activities. Watch for 
the letter they will be sending you about what librarians can do to 
extend service to the senior citizen. 





Bulletin Frequency for 1956 





We hope you have missed this first number of the WLB, but we 
are sorry it had to be so late in reaching youe Moving the library 
left little time to plan or prepare copy for a publication. Thank 
you for your patience--we will try to make up for this delay by 
prompt delivery in the future. We have what we think is good news 
for you. In the November-December 1955 number of the Bulletin, we 
told you that we could not continue a bimonthly publication. It is 
still true that we will not be able to have the WLB printed, but 
we are going to continue the bimonthly publication by including 
Book Notes and all in one single publication. We think we have dis- 
covered a way in which we can get each issue out a little faster. 
At any rate, there will be six issues of the Wisconsin Library 
Bulletin, Volume 52, 1956. We will not promise an index to the 
Bulletin for this volume. Please send us any news you have or any 
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ideas for improving the Bulletin. What would you like to see in 
it? Remember, this publication is meant to be a help to you, and 
we can only make it so insofar as you tell us what you want. 


O. T. Be i 





BOOK NEWS 


Notable Books of 1955 





Forty-six books out of the many hundreds published last year 
have been selected by the Notable Books Council of the Public Li- 
braries Division of the ALA. Announcement of these titles was 
made at the Midwinter Conference in February. This year, attention 
was given to the history of this project. Some of you will remember 
that the list appeared first in 19) and was known as Outstanding 
Books. We have published the lists from year to year, but this 
year we feel that you may already have seen it in one of the 
national professional periodicals. For those of you who have not 
seen it, we will be glad to send a copy if you will write for it. 





Interesting Adult. Books of 1955 for Young People 





The Association of Young People's Librarians of the ALA issued 
its list of "Interesting Adult Books of 1955 for Young People," dur- 
ing the ALA Midwinter Conference, also. This list has come to be a 
great help to librarians, teachers, and parents. The titles for it 
"are chosen for their appeal to young people of high-school age and 
the late teens. The great variety of interests and abilities of 
young people are taken into account, as well as the readability and 
literary merit of the books themselves." This list will also be 
sent on request to the Traveling Library, 706 Williamson Street, 
Madison 3. ] 





National Book Awards 





February 7 marked the 7th annual National Book Awards presenta- 
tion. The gold medal awards for outstanding work by American 
writers were presented by Virginia Peterson, author and critic. 

The poetry award was given to W. H. Auden for his The Shield of 
Achilles (Random). The jury selected it because it is ‘intelligent, 
agile, full and large; always original and to the point; never 
lacking in wit, both sacred and profane." The nonfiction judges 
described their selection--Herbert Kubly's American in Italy 








_ 
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(Simon & Schuster)--thus: "It is the story of the author's love 
affair with the Italian people... It has a fine balance of humor, 
pathos, and understanding of the people of another nation." 


In presenting the fiction award to John O'Hara for his Ten 
North Frederick (Random), the jury referred to it as "a forthright, 





trenchant, and total picture of an American man, his family, and 
his town. A masterpiece of construction, the work shows a remark- 
able control of material and a perfectly maintained distance from 
it. Tough-minded as usual, Mr. O'Hara has written a novel of 
emotional depth and moral conviction." 





National Children's Book Week 1956 has been set for the week 
of November 25-December 1. "It's Always Booktime" is the slogan. 





Newbery-Caldecott Awards Banquet 





The 1956 Newbery-Caldecott Awards banquet will be held during 
the ALA Conference at Miami Beach, Florida, on Tuesday, June 19, 
in the Pompeian Room of the Eden Roc Hotel. It will be the most 
exotic of all settings for this notable event, which honors the 
winners of the Newbery and Caldecott Awards. 


The supper club floor plan of this unique dining spot promises 
something different in the way of seating arrangements. Assignments 
of seats will be made on a priority basis, but block purchases will 
not necessarily assure group seating. 


The banquet ticket is $8, including tax and gratuity. Send 
check or money order to Mrse May H. Edmonds, Miami Public Library, 
Miami, Florida. 


The announcements of the Newbery-Caldecott Awards were made 
March 5 by Marian C. Young, chairman of the Newbery-Caldecott 
Award Committee, from the New York office of Frederic G. Melcher, 
donor of the medals. 


Newbery Award: Carry On, Mr. Bowditch, by Jean Lee Latham (Houghton) 





Caldecott Award: Frog Went A-Courtin', by John Langstaff. Illus- 
trator: Feodor Rojankovsky (Viking) 
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BOOKS ON THE MOVE 





By Orrilla Blackshear 


February 6, 1956, is a day that will go down in history as 
far as the entire Library Commission staff is concerned. February 
6 was the first day of the week of "Operation Exodus" from the 
State Office Building on Wilson Street to a new location at 706 
Williamson Street. At this new address, the Traveling Library and 
Extension Department resumed services on March 5. Such simple 
statements as those you have just read are far from an adequate 
description of the confusion, frustration, and backaches that 
were a part of the weeks preceding "the move" and the weeks of 
settling in a building that had formerly been used as a garage. 


We sent letters to all libraries as soon as we knew that it 
was necessary to vacate the quarters in the State Office Ruilding. 
We explained at that time that the space occupied by the Traveling 
Library and the consultant's offices was needed for the expansion 
of another department. Because the library was located in base- 
ment rooms, it was the department that had to move. Other depart- 
ments located in the same wing had been moved a year or more ago. 
We were not singled out for this move because we were a library, 
but simply because of our desirable location. 








It was necessary to. discontinue practically all service from 
the library so that both the Traveling Library staff an 
sultants might engage in the careful planning that was imperative 

if a successful move were to be made. Because of the great weight 

of the book stacks, it was very difficult to find a suitable building. 
It took several weeks of hunting and inspecting possible quarters 
before the garage building at 706 Williamson was decided upon as 

the best that could be found, although it did not iend itself to 
satisfactory conversion in all respects. 


d the con- 


We are seven blocks from the State Office Building, and the 
same from the Capitol, so that we must work out a plan for serving 
other State departments. Formerly, they depended upon the library 
resources for many uses. 


We have worked out a plan for messenger service, which means 
that there should be no curtailment of prompt mail service, either 
incoming or outgoing. 


Our telephone numbers remain the same. When calling the 
Traveling Library, the number for long distance is Alpine 6-411, 
Extension 2105--this number should be used when calling any one of 
the consultants, also. Any calls directed to the Secretary (or at 
present to the Acting Secretary) should go to the Capitol office 
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of the Free Library Commission, Alpine 6-411, Extension 730. 


Cards were sent to all libraries and to the more than 900 in- 
dividuals who asked for service while the library was closed, announc- 
ing that service would be resumed on March 5. We are glad to be 
ready to give that service again, and we want to thank those of you 
who have written us encouraging notes. One librarian wrote early 
this month: "I always knew you were important to us. Even some 
of our patrons asked about you. Will be happy when you get rolling 
again}" Another wrote: "It was like trying to work without a right 
arm to have you out of business." Among all the wishes for a 
"speedy recovery," this note was most appropriate: "I realize the 
great amount of work and the confusion of the moving and getting 
settled in your new quarters. I have wished for each of you 
strength and peace of mind in the adjustment." 


The consultants are again out in the State, working and ready 
to have your requests for help if you need to call upon them. They 
tried, as much as possible, to carry on the projects of their 
specific assignments, even though the details of "the move" were 
demanding attention. 


Come and see for yourselves what we look like. When WLA meets 
in Madison in the fall, we hope there will be time for you to drop 
in and get acquainted. 








LIBRARY PLACEMENT EXCHANGE SERVICE AVAILABLE 





A new specialized placement service has been started in the 
library profession. Called LIBRARY PLACEMENT EXCHANGE, it takes 
the form of a semimonthly bulletin. Each subscription to the 
bulletin includes free listing privileges, which a subscriber can 
use as the need arises. NO PLACEMENT FEE IS CHARGED. 


Complimentary issues and detailed information are available by 
writing LIBRARY PLACEMENT EXCHANGE, P.O. Box 172, Benjamin Franklin 
Station, Washington h, D.C. 
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RECENT ADULT BOOKS 





Selected and Edited by Orrilla T. Blackshear 


General Works--Philosophy--Religion 000-100-200 





Blanshard, Paul. The Right to Read: the battle against censorship. 
1955. 339p. Beacon, $3506 070.13 

Blanshard sees only three justifiable reasons for banning the 
circulation of books and reading matter: treason, fraud, and 
pornography. For him, no other grounds exist for censorship. He 
cites case after case of attempted censorship, and what was done 
and what should have been done. He displays heat along with his 
light, and he deserves a widespread hearing. 





Bernstein, Morey. The Search for Bridey Murphy. 1956. 256p. 
Doubleday, $3.75. 134 

The much publicized story of an experiment in hypnosis. A young 
Colorado businessman carried on experiments which led him to believe 
that extrasensory perception, survival after death, and reincarnation 
might be explored through hypnosis. His story of Bridey Murphy has 
caused much comment. 





Chase, Mary Ellen. Life and Language in the Old Testament. 1955. 
201p. Norton, $3. 221 
The justly noted author of The Bible and the Common Reader now 
brings out a reverent and authoritative book on the life and 
language of the Old Testament. She has used the King James Version. 








Lewis, C. S. Surprised by Joy: the shape of my early life. 1955. 
238p. Harcourt, $3.50. 2,8 
The author of the inimitable Screwtape Letters abandons his heavy 

humor to recount his early life: how he began as a routine be- 
liever, descended into atheism, only to rise again to a new faith, 
a faith richer and purer for his defection. That he did this long 
before real maturity set in makes this present volume all the more 
significant. 








Social: Science 300 





Acheson, Dean. Democrat Looks at His Party. 1955. 199p. Harper, 
$3. 329.23 

A former Secretary of State describes his party and his reasons 
for choosing the Democratic party. He discusses many pertinent 
political questions and the role of the American in government 
service. A thoughtful book. 





Sullivan, Katharine. Girls on Parole. 1956. 2l3p. Houghton, $3. 
364 62) 
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A valuable contribution to the literature of modern penology. 
Although the author's style often gives the impression of con- 
descension, the study is a balanced and honest appraisal of the 
intent and progress of the parole system. 


Dunn, Joan. Retreat From Learning, why teachers can't teach--a 
case history. 1955. 2p. David McKay, $3. 37307h7 

A dramatic report of what the author feels is the failure of our 
public high schools to meet the challenge. 





Niblett, W. R. Education—the Lost Dimension. 1955. 150p. Sloane, 
$2.50. 373677 

An appeal to thinking, interested adults who are concerned about 
the problems of education. A stimulating approach. 





Dobie, James Frank, ed. Tales of Old-Time Texas. 1955. 336p. 
Little, $5. 398.21 
Authentic mixture of fact and folklore about Texas heroes and 
bad men. Although each story stands alone, they are united by the 

author's love of Texas. Recommended for all libraries. 





Natural Science--Useful Arts 500-600 





Wendt, Gerald. You and the Atom. 1956. 96p. Whiteside and Morrow, 
$1.95. 539.76 

UNESCO published this book to mark the Geneva Conference and to 
describe the promise of atomic power in peaceful pursuits that will 
improve the standard of living. 





Sloane, Eric. Almanac and Weather Forecaster. 1955. 169p. Duell, 
$3.50. 551.591 

An intriguing book that shows how anyone can become his own 
weather expert. Mr. Sloane calls his book "a miniature course in 
the anatomy of weather." 





West, Ruth. Stop Dieting! Start Losing! 1956. 196p. Dutton, 
$2095 616.39 
Sound advice on dieting, with recipes and suggestions to make 

the dieter's life more interesting. 





Wexler, Susan Stanhope. The Story of Sandy. 1955. 155p. Bobbs- 
Merrill, $2.75. 618.92 
The heartbreaking, but hopeful, story of a very disturbed little 
boye Rejected by an unstable mother, Sandy was turned over by his 
father to the father's foster parents. Mrs. Wexler writes frankly 
of the problems involved, of the boy's background, and of the advice 
she received from pediatricians and psychiatrists. Should be of 
real help to others faced with similar problems. 
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Crile, George. Cancer and Common Sense. 1955. 118p. Viking, 
$20756 616.994 
An outspoken book that urges the need for attention and under- 
standing of the many aspects of cancer detection and treatment. 
The author is a surgeon on the staff of the Cleveland Clinice 





Snow, Edward Rowe. Famous Lighthouses of America. 1°55. 31lhp. 
Dodd, Sle 62729 

This book covers lighthouses and their keepers, from Maine to 
askae The section on the lights of the Great Lakes will interest 
sconsin readers especially. A chapter on the women whe have kept 
lights burning is unusual. Recommended where his other books 


have been popular. 
































B fiel Louis. Animals and Other People. 1955. 272p. Harper, 
D30156 ; iil 636 
1t wild and domestic animals, pets, and "people who are ‘teched' 
a ave that inner sense of mystical feeling red h makes them one 
¥ ature and with animals and birds. 
Cha , Charles Edward. The Gun Col ttor's Handbook of V. ues. 
rd reve ed. 1955. 398 ¢ 
Zition in which all values have been "re-examined for both 
4 i e condition--values have been brought up to the 1955 
arkets national basis, based upon report f tors 
and dealers." About 2,000 American and foreign fire 
ancient and semimodern, are described. 
Fine Arts 700 
Egbert, Ly and Barnet, Ruth. Free Brush Designing. 1955 118p. 
Lothrop, $3.95. = ao LS 4 
An excellent workbook, which, say the sautnors, "teaches design 
through the arrangement cof brush strokes." This book will help 
the beginning artist of any age to develop his perceptive powers 
jhile he develops manual skill. Prefusely illustrated with 
original designs by pupils of Lyn Egbert and students of the Abbott 


Art School, Washington, D.C. Good biblicgraphy and complete index. 


Knopf, A. Ae Secrets of Taking Good Pictures. 1955. lup 
Kenover, 62, ea 770.2 
Simple suggestions about how to take good pictures cover every- 
thing from choosing the film and camera to taking care of them and 

supplementing your income with photography. 


Bauer, Marion, and Peyser, Ethel. How Opera Grew; from ancient 
Greece to the present day. 1956. U95p. Putnam, $6. 782.09 
A limited history of the opera. According to the authors, they 
have surveyed "all varieties of lyric stage works covering the 
field between the extremes of opera seria and American musical 











comedy and 'grass-.roots' opera." 


Literature 800 





St. Johns, Adela Rogers. How to Write a Story and Sell It. 1956. 
217p. Doubleday, $2.95. 808.3 
This book sets out with the intention of explaining the origin, 
construction, and final disposition of salable literary material. 
Mrs. St. Johns, a craftsman herself, writes with knowledge and en- 
thusiasm, and certainly achieves her aim. While this may not be 
the best how-to book for aspiring writers, it is certainly in the 

higher bracket. 





Friedman, Edward L. The Speechmaker's Complete Handbook. 1955. 
Olp. Harper, $4.95. 808.5 

Subtitle: "A storehouse of colorful point-making material and 
complete planning guide for public speakers." The emphasis in 
this book is on the speaker's role in the program. 





Gillis, James M. On Almost Everything. 1955. 177p. Dodd, $3. 
814.5 

The Rev. Gillis, of the Paulist Fathers, has gathered more than 
three score articles from his column, "Sursum Corda." As the 
title indicates, these articles cover a host of topics. His 
variety is matched by his sincerity, boldness, and good sense. It 
carries the imprimatur of Cardinal Spellman. 





McEvoy, Joseph Patrick. Charlie Would Have Loved This. 1956. 
172p. Duell, $2.75. 817.5 
Amusing sketches that make everyday problems seem less world 
shaking. Some would make good program material for the person 

who is adept at reading aloud. 





Carey, Ernestine Gilbreth. Rings Around Us. 1956. 2h0p. Little, 

$3.50. 818.5 
This gay chronicle, written by one of the coauthors of Cheaper 

By the Dozen, is the story of the Carey family--Chick, Ernie, 

Jill, and Charlie, Although there are not so many unusual situa- 

tions as in the Gilbreth "dozen," the Careys are a lively, happy 

family. 





Stiles, Lindley J. Moods and Moments. 1955. 6lp. Garrett and 
Massie, Inc., Richmond 15, Va., $3. 821 

A slender volume of verses that were written as a family project 
by the present Dean of the School of Education of the University 
of Wisconsin with the help of his three daughters. The poems are 
of family experiences that will have universal appeal. Royalties 
on the book go to scholarships for teachers of handicapped chil- 
dren. 
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History--Description and Travel 900-910 





Shepherd, George W., Jr. They Wait in Darkness. 1955. 308p. 

Day, $k. 916 
The author is an American economist who served as general manager 
of the Federation of Uganda African Farmers. His intimate knowledge 
of African production and distribution gave him the background for 
the leadership that was needed. This is his story of what he did, 

and it deserves thoughtful reading. 





Cloete, Rehna. The Nylon Safari. 1956. 276p. Houghton, ee 

916. 
The wife of Stuart Cloete supplies her version of the safari, 

briefly described in The African Giant. A readable and entertain- 

ing account of the problems, discomforts, and inconveniences of 

a safari, which are often ignored by novelists and which were 

suffered with a rather grim good humor by Mrs. Cloete. 








Priestley, John Boynton, and Hawkes, Jacquetta. Journey Down a 
Rainbow. 1956. 288p. Harper, $3.50. 917.9 

This English husband and wife writing team tell of their travels 
in southwestern United States. Each took a different route, and 
their reactions about people, places, and customs are reported in 
letters. Very good reading. 





Marek, Kurt W. The Secret of the Hittites; the discovery of an 
ancient empire, by C. W. Ceram. 1956. 2851p. Knopf, $5. 939 

A continuation of the panorama of archaeology begun in Gods 
Graves, and Scholars. In this book, the author tells of the dis- 
covery of the Hittite Empire and the decipherment of Hittite writing. 








Laver, James. Victorian Vista. 1955. 256p. Houghton, _—— 
9. 2.0 i 
In this evaluation of the Victorian period, Laver believes it is 
no longer fashionable to ridicule, as Lytton Strachey allegedly 
once took great delight in doing. Laver analyzes the Victorians 
from their own papers--by quoting what was said and felt about 
morals, money, vacations, servants, religion, science, etiquette, 
furniture--the whole field. The illustrations are priceless, 
whatever one's notions may be about art, custom, and fidelity. 





Grauwin, Paul. Doctor at.Dienbienphu. 1955, 30hp. Day, $k. 959 

This account, related by the surgeon in charge of the underground 
field hospital during the last 57 days at Dienbienphu, reveals the 
progress science has made in healing the wounded, and the progress 
science has made in destroying man. It also indelibly reveals the 
spirit of man caught between these forces. The author writes 
graphically and sympathetically. Here there is much more than 
"blood, sweat and tears." 
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Lamb, Harolde New Found World; how North America was discovered 
and explored. 1955. 336p. Doubleday, $5.75. 973.1 

This is the fifth volume to be published in the Mainstream of 
America series, although it is chronologically the first and deals 
with the discovery of America. 


Biography 920-921 





Breit, Harvey. The Writer Observed. 1956. 286p. World, $3.75. 
920 

Harvey Breit wrote these sixty "talks with authors" for publica- 
tion in the New York Times Book Review, between November 1918 and 
January 1955. They tell just enough about each writer to indicate 
some facet of character or unusual attitude. The book should be 
extremely useful in all libraries because of the interest in con- 
temporary writers. 








Collis, Maurice. Cortes and Montezuma. 1955. 256p. Harcourt, $h. 
920 

Montezuma's role in the conquest of Mexico by Cortes. This author 
suggests that Montezuma was the greater of the two men. Recommended 
where a readable book on the period is needed. 





Kennedy, John F. Profiles in Courage. 1955. 266p. Harper, $3.50. 
920 

Here are recognized, decisive moments in the lives of certain 
celebrated Americans, eight of them in detail, and several others 
only hinted at. Each man is pictured as doing something unpopular 
at the moment, harmful to a career, yet was later respected for it. 
Among the better known "profiles" are George Norris, the late Robert 
A. Taft, Sam Houston, and John Quincy Adams. 





Randall, Ruth. Lincoln's Sons. 1956. 373p. Little, $5. 920 

The biographer of Mary Lincoln now turns to the four sons of the 
Lincolns and follows their story from childhood to the death of 
the last survivor, Robert Todd. 


Bove, Charles F., and Thomas, Dana Lee. A Paris Surgeon's Story. 
Foreword by Leland Stowe. 1956. 306p. Tittle, $00. 921 

Dr. Bove was born in Brooklyn but served as surgeon on the staff 
of the American Hospital in Paris for twenty-five years. With the 
assistance of Dana Lee Thomas, he has written this satisfying auto- 
biography. Recommended for all libraries. 








Binns, Archie. Mrs. Fiske and the American Théatre. h36p. 1955. 
Crown, $5. 921 
A comprehensive biography of a woman who was a stage celebrity 
in this country for almost two generations--1864-1932. First as 
Minnie Maddern, later as Mrs. Minnie Maddern Fiske, she not only 
acted, but staged, starred in, wrote, and produced more than two 
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score plays. Despite its adulatory tone, this work fairly depicts 
the life of one of our earlier First Iadies of the American theatre. 
Photographs, play bills, and a good index round out the volume. 


Day, Beth Feagles. The Little Professor of Piney Woods; the story 
of Professor Laurence Jones. 1955. 192p. Messner, $2.95. 921 
The courage, faith, and dedication of Professor Laurence Jones 
made possible the famous Piney Woods Country Life School. This 
biography tells the story of the "little professor" and "Piney Woods." 





Carrington, Charles Edmund. The Life of Rudyard Kipling. 1955. 
433pe Doubleday, $5.50. 921 

A scholarly biography of Kipling, with interesting sections de- 
voted to his life in America. 





Comandini, Adele. Doctor Kate, Angel on Snowshoes. 1956. 339p. 
Rinehart, $3.75. 921 
This is the inspiring biography of Kate Pelham Newcomb, M.D., 
from student to maturing, practicing doctor. After she appeared 
on a national TV program, people were moved by her story of daily 
devotion to duty to begin, literally, a million Penny Parade, re- 
sulting in a total of more than $100,000, with which a hospital 
was built at Woodruff, Wisconsin. Her life, her work, her great 

love of people are told here with feeling and restraint. 





Prescott, Orville. The Five-Dollar Gold Piece; the development 
of a point of view. 1956. 2)2p. Random, $3.50. 921 

A man whose principal interest in life has always been the read- 
ing of books and whose occupation for many years has been reading 
and writing about books has written a "lighthearted anecdotal 
autobiography." He tells us how some of his ideas and opinions 
have been influenced by books. While the book was pleasant read- 
ing, it would have been more enjoyable if there had been more 
about books in it. 





Davis, Elise Miller. The Answer Is Gods the inspiring personal 
story of Dale Evans and Roy Rogers. 1955. 2h2p. McGraw, $3.25. 
921 
An intimate and appealing biography of two western movie stars, 
known primarily to the younger set of movie-goers, TV, and radio 
devotees. The Rogers family experienced heartache and frustration 
before finding peace and significance for their lives. 





Seagrave, Gordon Stifler. My Hospital in the Hills. 1955. 253p. 
Norton, $3.75. 921 

"Burma surgeon" continues the exciting story of his experiences 
when he returned to his bombed-out hospital at Namkham after the 
ware 
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Korngold, Ralph. Tiaddeus Stevens; a being darkly wise and rudely 
greate 1°55. U60p. Harcourt, $6. 921 

The life of a vigorous Republican congressman of Civil “lar days. 
His life cannot be separated from the political issues and other 
outstanding men of his time. 





Recent Fiction 





Bates, H. E. The Sleepless Moon. 1956. 37lp. Little, $h. 
Another novel of genuine insight into human nature, with the 

author's usual excellent English countryside setting. A man and a 

woman, though married in the eyes of the church and comnunity, 

are still strangers. Their search for love outside the bounds of 

their tragic, incompatible marriage is filled with deep emotion. 

Not for the conservative reader. 





Giles, Janice Holt. Hannah Fowler. 1956. 312p. Houghton, $3.75. 
A novel of pioneer days in Kentucky, almost two hundred years 

agoe Hannah is orphaned early when her father dies of blood poison- 

ing following an accident. She later marries, and her history from 

then on was typical: children, disease, violence, Indians, wolves, 

blizzards, and the Great Cold. Heroic, wise, restrained, this 

story bears all the earmarks of actuality. 





Godden, Rumer. An Episode of Sparrows. 1955. 2h7p.e Viking, $3.50. 
The latest offering from this extraordinarily gifted Englishwoman. 

Some London street children, some dirt, and a "little" garden are 

the ingredients which Rumer Godden blends with warmth, humanity, 

and a profound love of mankind to provide an unforgettable story. 





Horgan, Paul. The Saintmaker's Christmas Evee 1955. 112p. Farrar, 
$36 

A Christmas story that translates a feeling for the people, the 
valley and the mountains, and even the weather of New Mexico, back 
in 1809, The appeal is special as the brothers Castillo reveal 
their natures in the business of furnishing the valley with statues 
of the saints. The dramatic episode in the story involves a miracle 
for Christmas Eve. 





Hoagland, Edward. Cat Man. 1956. 310p. Houghton, $3.75. 

A powerful, often brilliant, first novel. The hero's acute, 
sensual understanding of the wild cats is described in passages 
of great power. The attending descriptions of the sordid, animal- 
istic world of transient circus hands make an effective, but shock- 
ing, counterpoint. Not for the squeamish. 


Kentfield, Calvin. The Alchemist's Voyage. 1955. 312p. Harcourt, 

$3295.56 
An adventure in the form of a sea voyage, whose outcome significant- 

ly affects the lives of all the crew, two in particular. These two 
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sailors--Ira and Blacky--are so intimately bound with each other 
that the success of the one spells doom for the other. 


lofts, Norah. Winter Harvest, a novel. Introduction by Stewart 
H. Holbrook. 1955. 3L7p. Doubleday, $3.95. 

It is a bit unusual to find an English author basing a novel on 
one of the most tragic pioneer stories in American history. Norah 
Lofts has not told the story of the actual Donner party, but she 
was inspired by their courage towrite this novel, which is unfor- 
gettable. 





Markandaya, Kamala. Some Inner Fury. 1956. 255p. John Day, 
$3250. 

A novel of India's coming to independence less than a decade 
ago, this book, told in the first person by a young Indian woman, 
personalizes the feelings, frustrations, and intensities millions 
must have experienced. Written by the author of Nectar in a Sieve, 
this personal account is rewarding to the general reader, deeply 
rewarding, since it is felt that here are truth, devotion, and 
selflessness. 








Miller, Merle. A Secret Understanding. 1956. 2l5p. Viking, $3. 

A novel of suspense, suspense provoked by the disappearance of a 
celebrated Air Force hero of World War II. A magazine reporter, 
who had been with OSS during World War II, was assigned to locate 
the hero. As the story unfolds, the reader is held by the compell- 
ing narrative of hide-and-seek. 





Quigly, Isabel. Exchange of Joy. 1955. 250p. Harcourt, $3.50. 
The taut yet rhythmic prose style is exactly appropriate to the 
theme of this first novel and raises it out of the run of the mill. 
It is unfortunate that the moral values, expressed and implied, 

are unacceptable in our society. 





Orwell, George. Keep the Aspidistra Flying. 1955. 2h8p. 
Harcourt, $3.75. 

A novel originally printed in England almost two decades ago. 
Essentially, it is the story of a potentially good poet who fights 
against lower-middle-class English life, as symbolized by the fern 
in every window. He succumbs to that appeal. Readers will see 
the Orwell who was later to emerge as the author of Animal Farm 
and 198. 





Ramsey, Robert. Fiesta. 1955. 25lp. Day, $3.50. 

Interesting but mediocre novel of modern Mexico. The usual 
characters (patron, peons), good and bad, with the usual back- 
grounds (hacienda, bull ring, city) and incidents are combined in 
the usual formula. Good for purchase if you have a big demand for 
fiction about Mexico or bullfighting. 
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Roberts, Kenneth. Boon Island. 1956. 275p. Doubleday, $3.75. 
Another sea story by an acknowledged master. This novel dates 
the Maine coast in the early 18th century, and records the exploits 
of a crew which sailed from England and 135 days later shipwrecked 

at Boon Island. The subsequent privation and hardships set the 
scene for a final, happy ending--if not happy, at least livable and 
heroice 


Rutherford, Dorothea. The Threshold. 1955. 313p. Little, $3.75. 
A sensitive story about a little girl on the threshold of life. 
The story is laid in Estonia before the First World War. The book 

has been suggested as valuable to parents or others who want to 
understand child behavior. A special book for the special reader. 





Sinclair, Jo. The Changelings. 1955. 323p. McGraw-Hill, $3.75. 

A story concerned with racial problems and their influence in city 
neighborhoods, with particular emphasis upon the young girl who 
realizes that she is a "changeling.e" For mature readers. 





Taylor, David. Farewell to Valley Forgee 1955. 378p. Lippincott, 
$3075 

A historical novel of the American Revolution, covering the period 
from mid-May 1778 to the Battle of Monmouth on June 28, 1778. 
Romance and good history combined for those who like it that way. 





Tolkien, J. Re Re The Return of the King. 1956. 16p. Houghton, 

The third and last part of the epic, The Lord of the Rings. The 
numerous characters, the strange country, and the beautiful prose 
make slow, careful reading necessary; nevertheless, the reader is 
engrossed in this tale of the never-ending struggle between good 
and evil. 








Ware-Smith, Edmund. The One Eyed Poacher and the Maine Woods. 
1955. 269p. Fell, $3956 

A delightful collection of anecdotes and memories of One-Jeff 
Coongate. Whether fact or fiction, they are refreshing in their 
setting of the Maine woods. A rewarding book in many respects. 





Waugh, Alec. Island in the Sun. 1955. 538p. Farrar, $3.95. 

A novel of today set in the British West Indies, and the story 
concerns the ouster of a cabinet minister, the recall of a governor, 
and the career of a gossip columnist. Waugh's characters are 
readily identifiable and are three-dimensional. He does for the 
British West Indies' colonials what Maugham did for the Malayans. 

A gripping story, not readily forgotten. 





Weinreb, Nathaniel Norsen. Esther. 1955. 316p. Doubleday, 


$3.95 
A Biblical novel based on the story of Esther. 
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Adventure and Western Stories 





Cunningham, Eugene. Riding Gun, a Buscadero novel. 1956. 216p. 
Houghton, $2.75. 


La Vanway, Ede Lazy H Feud. 1955. 210p. Dodd, $2.75. 


Nye, Nelson. The Parson of Gunbarrel Basin. 18lp. Dodd, $2.75. 





Sumner, Nick. Bullet Brand. 1955. 178p. Dodd, $2.75. 


Whitman, S. E. Scout Commander. 1955. 2h0p. Houghton, $2.75. 











Wisconsin Heart Association, );1 \. North Avenue, Milwaukee 
12, offers to the libraries of Wisconsin a supply of bookmarks as 
a part of a crusade to stop rheumatic fever and information about 
speakers for club programs. Write their office in Milwaukee for 
bookmarks, their Speakers' Bureau brochure, and their publications 
on heart disease. 








Wisconsin Recreational Leaders Laboratories are planned for 
and open to anyone interested in recreational leadership: 


Wausau Youth Camp Apr. 2-7 
Chippewa Falls Kamp Kenwood Auge 5-11 


Programing, crafts, dramatics, music, social recreation, and nature 
appreciation are the interests considered. Write for registration 
blanks to: 


Wisconsin Recreation Leaders Laboratory Assn. 
Room 314 

Agricultural Hall 

University of Wiscansin College of Agriculture 
Madison 6, Wisconsin 
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BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 





Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 





For Younger Children 





Leaf, Munro. Lucky Yous. 1955. 8p. Illus. Lippincott, $2.25. 
"Poor Ugh} He had to fight for his food, walk everywhere, and 

couldn't talk or watch television, but lucky Younow has supermarkets, 

airplanes, doctors, and television, thanks to science. With Munro 

Leaf's perfect illustrations and storytelling ability, children 

aged 6-8 will love this book. At the same time they will gain an 

appreciation of our scientific world and a realization that they 

can someday make it even better." Library Journal. 





Lewellen, John. The Mighty Atom. 1955. 60p. Illus. Random, 
$1.95. 53967 
In reading level and simplicity of presentation, this book on 
atomic energy is an excellent introduction to the younger reader 

in the seven-to-ten age group. 





Lipkind, William. Chaga. 1955. 35p. Illus. Harcourt, $2.50. 

"This new picture-story by the author=-artist team who produced 
the 1952 Caldecott winner unobtrusively points a moral which chil- 
dren will understand. Chaga, the elephant, learns to appreciate 
the problems of the small creatures of the jungle... Highly recom- 
mended for -6-year-olds." Juanita Walker, Superior Public Library, 
in Library Journal. 





For Older Boys and Girls 





Blackstock, Josephine. Songs for Sixpence. 1955. 158p. Illus. 
Follett, $2.95 (library edition, $3.16 net). 

"Josephine Blackstock tells the story of John Newbery very well 
in this handsomely-designed and pleasantly-illustrated book, in- 
tended for children 9-12. And Mr. Newbery emerges as a real person 
eee" Junior Reviewers. 








Crowley, Maude. Tor and Azor. 1955. 123p. Illus. Oxford, $2.75. 
When Toy on a visit to Marblehead and homesick for his home in 

Norway, meets Azor, now slightly older but with the same unusual 

personality, you can be certain that amusing events transpire. 

Its appeal will be to nine-to-eleven-year-old boys. 


Fearon, Ethelind. Little Dog. 1955. 194p. Illus. Lothrop, 
$2.50. 

"Although not another Ginger Pye, this combination family-dog 
story has much to recommend it: umor, good characterization, 
family fun, and a Shetland dog who wins in a dog show, in sheep 
dog trials, and is stolen and recovered by sleuthing children. 
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However, the English idiom will slow down some readers, and the 
first person narrative will not please others." Florence Hensey, 
Wausau, in Library Journal. Grades l-6. 





Hoff, Carol. Wilderness Pioneer: Stephen F,. Austin of Texas. 1955. 
192p. Illus. Follett, paper-over-bds., $3.50; prebound, $3.60. 
921 

Unique in that Children's Catalog lists no biography of Austin, 
this makes absorbing reading, created from Austin's own writings 
and conversation and based on careful research. Its bookmaking 
and attractive wash drawings make it appealing to readers 10 and 
UPe 








Household, Geoffrey. The Exploits of Xenophon. 1955. 180p. 
Illus. Random, $1.50. 938 

"A greatly shortened adaptation of Xenophon's Anabasis, briskly 
narrated in first person in modern language... /It/ will appeal to 
readers who enjoy stories of battles and adventure and war reminis- 
cences." Booklist. Grades 6-9. 








Lee, Tina. Manners To Grow One 1955. 93p. Doubleday, paper- 
covered-bds. with cloth backbone, $2.50. 395 
This provides basic information on manners for a younger age 
group than the other books of etiquette that are available. It 
is interestingly arranged by subheads under each chapter heading-- 
for example, under "Introductions" appears "To introduce a boy to 
either of your parents," "Knowing when to introduce," "When intro- 
ducing a girl to a man or a woman," etc. 


Norton, Mary. The Borrowers Afield. 1955. 215p. Illus. Har- 
court, $2.50. 
This sequel to The Borrowers is just as appealing or even more 

so than the original story. The style of writing is delightful; 
the characterizations are unusually skillful. An excellent choice 
for family reading aloud when fantasy is desired. 








Pratt, Fletcher. All About Rockets and Jets. 1955. 139p. Illus. 
Random, $1.956 62914353 

How different types of rockets and jets work, their peace and 
wartime uses, and the history. and possibilities of development are 
well presented by text, picture, and diagram. (Grades 5-8. 





Rosevear, Marjorie. The Secret Cowboy. 1°55. 155p. Illus. 
Messner, $2.50. 
"Cliff, ase ten, goes to an Arizona ranch to recuperate from 

rheumatic fever. His mother forbidshim to ride horseback, but 
an understanding old cowhand helps Cliff build up his confidence 
and strength until he can ride safely. A readable story of 
understanding between an adult and a boy, full of adventure and 
fun, which will be enjoyed by 10-year-olds, as well as older boys 





39 


who want an easily read story with high interest value." Norma 
Rathbun, Milwaukee Public Library, in Library Journal. 





Sterling, Dorothy. Polio Pioneers. 1955. 128p. Illus. Doubleday, 

paper-covered-bds., $275. 616.9 
The story of the fight against polio--from the work of pioneers 

through the years of research and finally the discovery, testing, 

and manufacturing of the Salk vaccine. Grades 5-8, 





Street, Julia Montgomery. Fiddler's Fancy. 1955. 157p. Illus. 
Follett, paper-covered-bds., $2.50; prebound, $2.80. 

A warm and happy story of a North Carolina mountain family on 
the day the fiddling peddler came, and there is a pack opening 
and play party with the neighbors. Young Billy and Angeline 
generously give their savings so that Stooping Granny can have her 
glasses, but the day ends with everyone receiving his heart's de- 
sire. The picturesque mountain idiom adds to the value of the 
story. Grades -6. 





Tor, Regina. Getting to Know Puerto Rico. 1955. 6p. Illus. 
Coward-McCann, $2.50. 917.295 

Similar in style, content, and format to the author's Getting to 
Know Korea and Getting to Know Germany, this will be a welcome 
addition to the travel shelves, particularly for its information 
on Operation Bootstrap, the island's program for providing better 
living for the people of Puerto Rico. Grades -6. 








Urmston, Mary. The Seven and Sam. 1955. 188p. Illus. Doubelday, 

$2. 50. 
It's the disappearance of the horse, Sam, that provides the 

mystery for the young Arnolds (the same three that figured in 

The Mystery of the Old Barn) to solve in this plausible, well writ- 

ten teaser, which also has value as a family story. Grades l-6,. 








Voight, Virginia Frances. Lions in the Barn. 1955. 95p. Illus. 
Holiday, $2.25. 
"In the old days the circus wintered with farmers, many of them 
in New England, so when the big cats came to Clay's home, excite- 

ment reigned. The characters could have been more grammatical 
without marring the story interest. The word contractions are not 
consistent... Recommended for fourth and fifth grades." Juanita 
Walker, Superior Public Library, in Library Journal. 








Woolsey, Janette. It's Time to Give a Play. 1955. 307p. Illus. 
Macrae, $3.50. 812 
These twenty-four original plays, easy to produce and royalty 
free, are dramatizations of travel by bus, automobile, and train, 
historical events, other lands, and some just for fun. Four plays 

for the physically handicapped are included. 
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For Young People 


Benet, Laura. Stanley, Invincible Explorer. 1955. 299p. Illus. 
Dodd, $3. 921 

"Another competent and solidly detailed biography by a recognized 
writer traces the life of the invincible ninteteenth-century ex- 
plorer of the Dark Continent... The author succeeds in portraying 
the strength of character and will to succeed over seemingly in- 
surmountable difficulties which impelled Stanley's remarkable 
achievements. For better readerse" Booklist. 








Butler, Beverly. Song of the Voyageur. 1955. 2h8p. Dodd, $2.75. 
"A story of early Wisconsin with nineteen-year-old Diane Aubert 
as its heroine. At fifteen, after the death of her own family, 
she had come from Massachusetts to live with the French-Canadian 
Cormier family in a cabin in the wilderness... The book is out- 
standing for the quality of its writing and particularly for the 
characterization of all the people, young and old, in the little 
cabin..." Horn Book. 





Coolidge, Olivia E. Cromwell's Head. 1955. 262p. Illus. 
Houghton, $3. 

"Against the background of Boston in 1775, the author of Egyptian 
Adventures has written a historical novel filled with the unrest 
and tensions of the American Revolution... Despite the author's 
excellent background, her deliberate style, sometimes confusing 
plot and subtle humor make the story most suitable for better 
readerse" Booklist. 





Emery, Russell Guy. Rebound. 1955. 190p. Macrae, $2.75. 
"Basketball and West Point activities form the background for 
this story of Harry Warren and of the year during which he learns 
to cope with a height of 6' 7", Well thought out portrayal of an 
intelligent adolescent's struggle with an inferiority complex-- 
and rousing basketball, too." Michigan State Library, Quarterly 

Bulletin. Grades 7-9. 


Epstein, Samuel. The First Book of Printing. 1955. 62p. Illus. 
Watts, $1.95. 655 

This is a concise history of printing from ancient times to 
today's world and includes a technical account of modern printing 
processes--letter press, gravure, and offset, with additional 
material about famous 15th century printers, paper for printing, 
printing in color, etc. Grades 7-9. 





Freeman, Ira Maximilian. All About the Atom. 1955. l46p. Illus. 
Random, $1. 956 53967 

A good book on the junior high school level on the basic principles 
of atomic energye 
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Hogben, Lancelot Thomas. The Wonderful World of Mathematics. 1955. 
69p. Illus. Garden City Books, paper-covered-boards, $2.95 (Double- 
day, Garden City, prebound edition, +$.50 net). 510.9 
The author of Mathematics for the Million presents the story of 
how civilization and mathematics developed together in this over- 
sized book, illustrated by over 250 pictures in color. Its text 
will appeal to high school readers, as well as the junior-high age. 








Hyde, Margaret Oldroyd. Where Speed is King. 1955. lbp. Illus. 
Whittlesey, $2.50. 796 

The major sports where speed is important, such as track, skating, 
dog sledding, sport cars, soap boxes and hot rods, sailboats, air- 
planes are included. The authors discuss safety, health factors, 
physical qualifications, and techniques, and include some of the 
great personalities and outstanding records in the different fields. 
Grades 7-10. 





Kjelgaard, James. Lion Hound. 1955. 216p. Illus. Holiday, $2.75. 
"The dramatic hunt for a renegade mountain lion in the wilderness 
of Arizona's rimrock country. The story is told from the viewpoints 
of the lion, the hunter, the boy, Johnny, and the hound, Buck, whose 
almost phenomenal endurance brings the hunt to a successful conclu- 

sion." Michigan State Library, Quarterly Bulletin. Grades 7-10. 





Lambert, Eloise. Our Language. 1955. 18lp. Lothrop, $3. 420 

Subtitled "The story of the words we use," the section headings 
are "Geography of Words," "History of Words," and "Use of Words." 
It not only is a study of the origin, history, and development of 
the English language, particularly as used in America, but also 
gives instruction in the proper and effective use of language, oral 
and written. Junior and senior high school. 





Loder, Dorothy. The Land and People of Spain. 1955. 117p. Illus. 
Lippincott, $2.75. _ 946 
"While it is in large part a history of Spain reaching back to 
the Iberians and Celts, this interesting and serviceable survey 
also offers a guidebook view of cities, culture, customs and people 
of this land of striking contrasts. The author has taught Spanish 
and has traveled extensively in Spain." Booklist. Grades 7-10. 





Manton, Jo. The Story of Albert Schweitzer. 1955. 223p. Illus. 
Abelard-Schumann, $2./5. 921 

"A well-written and engrossing biography of the humanitarian who 
gave up a personal career to serve as a medical missionary in the 
African jungle..." Booklist. Grades 7-10. 





Meader, Stephen Warren. Guns for the Saratoga. 1955. 207p. 
Illus. Harcourt, $2.75. 

An action-packed story of the early days of the American Navy 
during the Revolutionary War, based on historical fact and told 
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through the experiences of young Gid Jones, a midshipman on the 


Saratoga. 


Ogburn, Charlton, Jr. The White Falcon. 1955. 53p. Illus. 
Houghton, $2.25. 

One of the year's outstanding books because of the author's 
ability to transmit his understanding and perception of boy and 
bird nature into a vivid and moving story, rich in enchantment. 
It's a "special" book for better readers and for the storyteller. 
Junior high school. 








Picard, Barbara Leonie. French Legends, Tales and Fairy Stories, 

Retold. 1955. 215p. Illus. Oxford, $3.50. 398.2 
The latest addition to the Oxford Myths and Legends series con- 

tains a selection from French sources--tales of epic heroes, 

courtly tales of the Middle Ages, legends from the provinces, and 

fairy tales. For the storyteller and twelve-to-fourteen-year-old 

readerse 


Shippen, Katherine Binney. Miracle in Motion. 1955. 150p. 
Harper, $2.50. 
"A brief but meaningful survey of three centuries of American 
industry which highlights the major changes, together with their 
causes and far-reaching effects... Written with unusual insight 

and skill." Booklist. 





Sootin, Harry. Isaac Newton. 1955. 191p. Messner, $2.95. 921 
"Simple enough in style to be read by ninth-tenth-grade readers, 
its subject matter is closely related to the mathematics and physics 

of the upper high school grades. Its appeal is not limited, how- 
ever, to the scientifically minded. The characterization of Newton, 
a retiring, dedicated scholar, and the background of seventeenth 
century England make it a good biography for general reading at 

the high school level." Library Journal. 





























Sutcliff, Rosemary. Outcast. 1955. 229p. Illus. Oxford, $2.75. 

"A dramatic and exciting story of Beric, the infant son of a 
Roman soldier, who was raised by a Briton tribe, cast out by them, 
and rejected and condemned to servitude in the galleys by his own | 
people. His search for his own place in the world is told with 
sensitivity and taste against the stirring background of the Roman 
occupation of Britain." Michigan State Library, Quarterly News. 








New Edition 


Harris, Joel Chandler. The Complete Tales of Uncle Remus. 1955. 
875p. Illus. Houghton, $5. 398 

Richard Chase, folklorist and teller-of-tales in his own right, 
has compiled and edited this complete edition, using the tales as 
Mr. Harris wrote them. The illustrations which originally accom- 
panied the tales have been included--the drawings of A. B. Frost, 
Church, Conde, Kemble, and Beard. 








